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1l. The Central Directorate of Southern Basins (Tsentralncys. Upravleniye Yuzhnykh

Basseynov) was a Central Directorate (TsUpr) of the Ministry of the River Fleet and

Jwas subordinate to the MRF minister through his second deputy minister, The Dir-

ectorate was composed of several sections, each employing approximately 4O persons;
of this number, 15-20 were engineers. The task of this administration was to co-
ordinate all activities of the six steamship companies which operated in the southern
regions of the USSR; a listing of these six companies follows:

&, The Volga=-Don Steamship Company (Volzhsko-Donskcye Parokhodstvo) operated from
Rostov (on the Don) to Stalingrad, via the Volga-Don Canal, and then upstream on
the Don River to Lsbedyan., The central directorate of this company was located
in Rostov. This company's transport capacity was 6,000,000-6,500,000 tons per
navigational year. Cargoes consisted mostly of grain (to Rostov), manganese ore
(from Kerch and Gorkiy), and fish (up the Don River). The company had approxi-
mately 80 %ugboats and freight-passenger ships; 10-~15 were of the river street-
car type\ L The ship repair facilities of this company were 25X1
located mostly in Rostov and Voronezh. The 1951 quota of these ship repair yards
required & production totaling 20,000,000 rubles.
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